
POL 344/AAS 344: Race and Politics in the United States, Fall 2021 
Instructor: LaFleur Stephens-Dougan 
 
 

 

Instructor Questions - Score Analysis

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
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Readings and Visuals - Please comment on the quality of the readings and visuals in the course. Did the
readings and visuals present the subject matter clearly? To what extent did the readings and visuals
stimulate your intellectual curiosity and independent thinking?

Comments
Readings were always engaging. Some were very confusing, but lecture and precept did a very good job of clearing up said
confusion. There was a very clear line of connection between all the readings and I often was very impressed by how Professor
Stephens–Dougan planned out the syllabus.
I loved almost every reading because they gave great insight into have race impacts the political lives of POC. As a POC, this was
very important information to have.
I thought the readings were very interesting and never unreasonably long. The power points from lecture were also helpful.
I think the readings were very interesting – sometimes quite dense – but still very interesting. I think that they mainly focused on
theory based readings and then transitioned to research studies which gave a nice spread of sources.
Readings were incredibly dense and many of them felt unnecessary at times. Meaning, it felt like the readings took 30 pages to
explain something that could've been aptly summarize in one page. I understood the nuance they added to the lecture but I felt like
there were too many readings to complete.
The readings covered many theories and functions of both race and politics that were interesting, as these readings force the
student to view race from an entirely new perspective. However, these readings could sometimes be dense and easy to overlook
key details.
I really enjoyed this class' readings, especially the more empirical papers towards the end of the semester. I thought that the course
reading list had a very diverse range of perspectives, and overall I found the readings to be interesting and engaging.
They could be long and sometimes a bit more scientific that initially imagined! They were long.
I would say almost 90% of the readings were engaging and thought provoking.

Precepts - Please comment on the quality of the precepts. How did they contribute to your learning in
the course? To what extent did the preceptor raise challenging questions, help clarify course material,
and encourage broad student participation? Was the preceptor responsive to students’ questions,
opinions, and criticism?

Comments
Precept was very engaging and Sonya did a wonderful job encouraging us to dive deeper into readings. I really enjoyed how she
often had us applying our learnings to modern politics/ideas for the future.
Our preceptor did a great job of allowing us to read discussions, while contributing when discussion points began to dwindle.
The precepts were my favorite part of the class. I felt that I could speak my mind and also expect to be countered in a way that was
healthy. I thought the preceptor raised questions that tied our often tangential conversations back to the readings. She also made
things relatable and interesting. She also made our responses feel heard and valuable even if they were not always the best or
clearly stated.
I thought the precepts were quite engaging, Sonya is a great preceptor, she asks engaging and significant questions and always
guides the conversation. Just the time of the precept was not great.
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Instructor Questions - Frequency Analysis
I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
Options Score Count Percentage
Excellent 5 3 60%
Very Good 4 2 40%
Good 3 0 0%
Fair 2 0 0%
Poor 1 0 0%
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HIS 270/AMS 370/ASA 370: Asian American History, Fall 2021 (Precept 1) 
Instructor: Beth Lew-Williams 
 

 

 

Instructor Questions - Score Analysis

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
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Instructor Questions - Frequency Analysis
I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
Options Score Count Percentage
Excellent 5 5 63%
Very Good 4 2 25%
Good 3 1 13%
Fair 2 0 0%
Poor 1 0 0%
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Comments
I loved the readings throughout the course. I particularly enjoyed the longer book excerpts we read (The Asian American
Achievement Paradox, To Save the Children of Korea, etc.) & found them super interesting. I also really like the variety of readings in
terms of primary versus secondary sources. Also loved The Best We Could Do (please keep it in later years!).
The readings and visuals were all very interesting but there was a lot to cover.
Readings were the classes strong suit, each was very interesting and informative
The readings were excellent. Prof. Lew–Williams gave a very good variety of types of sources, including recent scholarly works and
primary sources, which I especially enjoyed engaging with.
The readings (especially many of the primary source documents) were always fascinating and engaging, although some weeks it
felt like the sheer amount of pages was a bit overwhelming/excessive for a 200–level class. I was usually able to at least skim
everything, though, and precepts helped me process the bigger picture of the readings.
The readings were all incredibly interesting and presented the subject matter very clearly.
Her slides definitely helped make the lecture more engaging.
The readings of this course, while sometimes long, were always engaging, relevant, and very readable. They helped me take what I
learned about in lecture and further understand it. I always had things to share in precept about the reading as I had many notes
and comments throughout it.
The readings were also incredible in class, they were engaging and really helped you see the topics we discussed in class.
It was good. I liked the primary sources.

Precepts - Please comment on the quality of the precepts. How did they contribute to your learning in
the course? To what extent did the preceptor raise challenging questions, help clarify course material,
and encourage broad student participation? Was the preceptor responsive to students’ questions,
opinions, and criticism?

Comments
Precepts were very helpful to understand the readings.
Very positive experience. Discussions were always thought–provoking and enlightening with regard to course content. I always felt
comfortable sharing my opinion.
I cannot praise Sonya enough. She raised really thought–provoking questions about the material, led us through hands–on
exercises that helped make the connections between the different documents (and their relationship to the lecture material)
strikingly clear, and she was overall just an incredibly kind, accommodating, and joyful energy to be around. Give her a raise or a
promotion or something – she is so so amazing at what she does.
Precepts were great. They were engaging and most people participated actively. Crystal was an amazing help, always being
accommodating and answering all of our questions.

Overall Quality of the Course - Please comment on the overall quality of the course. What worked
particularly well and in what ways might the course be improved?

Comments
Great course. Covered a lot of material really clearly, with readings that actually made me cry a few times.
The overall quality of this class is very good. I love the content, but I think the assignments can be improved to help us be more
prepared for the midterm and final.
The course is compelling, and I would highly recommend it to anybody, even if they are not that interested in history.
Really nice class
Overall, this course was of very high quality. The lectures and readings were, to me, what worked particularly well. If precept was a
bit more engaging, that would have definitely improved my experience. Other than that, I have no criticisms!
Again, this was my favorite course of the semester. I throughly enjoyed the lectures and had no problem focusing because the
content was so engaging. I don't think this course needs to be improved.
The entire course was great. I also really enjoyed the oral history project because we were able to immerse ourselves into this
class as much as possible.
I enjoyed the class, but I think there was too much injection of politics towards the end of the class. Readings and discussions
often made it seem like there was a 'right' and a 'wrong' side of the argument, aligned with political views... I wish the class would
have been more impartial in that aspect, like it was during the first half of the semester.
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HIS 270/AMS 370/ASA 370: Asian American History, 2021-22 Fall (Precept 2) 
Instructor: Beth Lew-Williams 
 

 

 

Instructor Questions - Score Analysis

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
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Instructor Questions - Frequency Analysis
I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
Options Score Count Percentage
Excellent 5 5 71%
Very Good 4 2 29%
Good 3 0 0%
Fair 2 0 0%
Poor 1 0 0%
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Comments
helped me reflect and synthesize the readings.
LOVED the readings – a wide variety of primary and secondary sources, historical and modern that were all very interesting.
I loved the readings throughout the course. I particularly enjoyed the longer book excerpts we read (The Asian American
Achievement Paradox, To Save the Children of Korea, etc.) & found them super interesting. I also really like the variety of readings in
terms of primary versus secondary sources. Also loved The Best We Could Do (please keep it in later years!).
The readings and visuals were all very interesting but there was a lot to cover.
Readings were the classes strong suit, each was very interesting and informative
The readings were excellent. Prof. Lew–Williams gave a very good variety of types of sources, including recent scholarly works and
primary sources, which I especially enjoyed engaging with.
The readings (especially many of the primary source documents) were always fascinating and engaging, although some weeks it
felt like the sheer amount of pages was a bit overwhelming/excessive for a 200–level class. I was usually able to at least skim
everything, though, and precepts helped me process the bigger picture of the readings.
The readings were all incredibly interesting and presented the subject matter very clearly.
Her slides definitely helped make the lecture more engaging.
The readings of this course, while sometimes long, were always engaging, relevant, and very readable. They helped me take what I
learned about in lecture and further understand it. I always had things to share in precept about the reading as I had many notes
and comments throughout it.

Precepts - Please comment on the quality of the precepts. How did they contribute to your learning in
the course? To what extent did the preceptor raise challenging questions, help clarify course material,
and encourage broad student participation? Was the preceptor responsive to students’ questions,
opinions, and criticism?

Comments
They were very good. It was helpful for digesting information and unravelling certain confusing topics.
I enjoyed precept a lot, and they definitely supported my understanding of the course content. My preceptor asked interesting
questions, was receptive to student feedback, and created a positive, collaborative environment in precept.
Sonya was an amazing preceptor. She was very conscious of letting everyone speak, guiding but not imposing on discussion, and
generally fostering a safe environment. Sonya was also receptive to questions/scheduling office hours, and answered all of my
questions/concerns in detail. She was also prepared every week—I appreciated how she gave us an overview of what we would
discuss in precept. I highly recommend Sonya as a preceptor—she is definitely one of the best that I’ve had at Princeton!
Sonya is a good preceptor, runs discussion well
I thought Sonya was a great preceptor. She ran the precepts very smoothly and posed a lot of interesting questions.

Overall Quality of the Course - Please comment on the overall quality of the course. What worked
particularly well and in what ways might the course be improved?

Comments
Great class. Highly recommend if you're Asian or are just looking for a distribution requirement. I would recommend PDFing just in
case.
Great course. Covered a lot of material really clearly, with readings that actually made me cry a few times.
The overall quality of this class is very good. I love the content, but I think the assignments can be improved to help us be more
prepared for the midterm and final.
The course is compelling, and I would highly recommend it to anybody, even if they are not that interested in history.
Really nice class
Overall, this course was of very high quality. The lectures and readings were, to me, what worked particularly well. If precept was a
bit more engaging, that would have definitely improved my experience. Other than that, I have no criticisms!
Again, this was my favorite course of the semester. I throughly enjoyed the lectures and had no problem focusing because the
content was so engaging. I don't think this course needs to be improved.
The entire course was great. I also really enjoyed the oral history project because we were able to immerse ourselves into this
class as much as possible.
I enjoyed the class, but I think there was too much injection of politics towards the end of the class. Readings and discussions
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LAO 334/POL 334/SOC 321: Immigration Politics & Policymaking in the U.S., Spring 2021 
Instructor: Ali Valenzuela 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructor Questions - Score Analysis

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
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Instructor Questions - Frequency Analysis
I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
Options Score Count Percentage
Excellent 5 4 80%
Very Good 4 1 20%
Good 3 0 0%
Fair 2 0 0%
Poor 1 0 0%
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Readings and Visuals - Please comment on the quality of the readings and visuals in the course. Did the
readings and visuals present the subject matter clearly? To what extent did the readings and visuals
stimulate your intellectual curiosity and independent thinking?

Comments
enhanced the conversations and discussion.
I think the readings were helpful in solidifying my understanding of the concepts, and I learned a lot from incorporating them into the
assignments.
The readings were very interesting and served as a great introduction to political science as a quantitative field. Powerpoints were
clear and provided an efficient way to refresh and summarize the readings each week.
The readings and visuals were great. The professor did a great job of explaining everything.
I appreciated the visuals during lectures as they made the content easier to follow.
Many of the readings felt repetitive.
The readings were all pretty interesting, there was just a lot of them.
Loved the readings for this course. I found myself doing research on the authors sometimes.
Very interesting
The readings were mostly academic articles that helped us get a more nuanced understanding of the topic at hand. They were very
helpful for stimulating class discussions. Because they were very focused, we often had to read several to get the full picture for the
week.
The readings were directly correlated with the lecture content.

Precepts - Please comment on the quality of the precepts. How did they contribute to your learning in
the course? To what extent did the preceptor raise challenging questions, help clarify course material,
and encourage broad student participation? Was the preceptor responsive to students’ questions,
opinions, and criticism?

Comments
Sonya is an amazing and understanding preceptor!
Precept with Sonya was amazing!! She is so kind, insightful, and encouraging. Whenever we didn't understand something or it was
clear some of us were confused and quiet, she went over the material with us.

Overall Quality of the Course - Please comment on the overall quality of the course. What worked
particularly well and in what ways might the course be improved?

Comments
very well done over zoom. it worked well because prof. Valenzuela was ACCOMMODATING ! He wasn't tied to the syllabus. if the
school year was going faster than the material he would adjust.
I think the understanding that Prof. Valenzuela and the preceptors had in the circumstances of this year were incredibly helpful and
much needed. I really appreciated that they were willing to hear from us much earlier than many other professors and took that into
consideration
The quality was great. Maybe the written work could be more relevant to the material we are learning.
I really enjoyed this course! Overall I found the latter half of the subjects a bit more interesting, but that's probably just personal
preference. The pre–recorded lecture format worked out well, although I think it might have been more beneficial to only meet with
our respective precept groups rather than meeting first as a class. Professor Valenzuela was very understanding and sympathetic
to the struggles faced in the Covid–19 semester, which I really appreciated as well.
This was a great course. The assignments were wonderful, and I really enjoyed the precepts and discussions.
overall, good course! I think the assignments could be structured better but Prof Valenzuela was cool and I learned a lot.
Fantastic
Overall, this course worked really well despite the virtual setting. It was stimulating and interesting for students who are interested
in learning more about the topic. Having clearer expectations of class participation would be helpful to ensure that every student has
the space to speak and discuss.
The quality of the course was great. The discussions and lectures worked well together in helping us understand the content of the
course.
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POL 339: The Politics of Crime and Punishment, Fall 2020 
Instructor: John Kastellec 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Instructor Questions - Frequency Analysis
I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
Options Score Count Percentage
Excellent 5 3 75%
Very Good 4 1 25%
Good 3 0 0%
Fair 2 0 0%
Poor 1 0 0%
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Readings and Visuals - Please comment on the quality of the readings and visuals in the course. Did the
readings and visuals present the subject matter clearly? To what extent did the readings and visuals
stimulate your intellectual curiosity and independent thinking?

Comments
readings were nice
The readings were very interesting. Every week I looked forward to the readings for the upcoming week. Even when we had a lot to
read, it was manageable because the readings weren't too complicated. The readings were very relevant for our assignments,
lectures, and discussions in precept.
Fairly interesting readings.
The readings were good but I think there were too many per week – I couldn't thoroughly engage with each text because I was too
preoccupied with getting all of them done.
I really enjoyed the readings in the course. Not only did we read interesting books such as the New Jim Crow, but we also read a lot
of the research papers that serve as a foundation for policy in the criminal justice system. I appreciate how there was a variety of
media used – I particularly enjoyed the videos and recordings such as the podcast about policing.
Yes, the reading quality is great and very insightful. I like how they're wide–ranging, approachable but still very specific.
I really enjoyed the diversity of readings in this course. I liked having a mix of academic papers, news articles, and books that we
read over a few weeks. I appreciated the hypothesis annotations. I used it to make my own notes in the readings and I started using
it for my other courses and my thesis, as well.
I wish we had read more radical readings, especially by african american writers.
interesting readings but tooooo much assigned for one week. was way more than the amount that the syllabus estimated.
Readings complimented lecture.
The readings were great and really supplemented the material
Overall good quality
They were very good.
Readings were mainly very good. I found myself reading them outside of class, just for personal enjoyment
The readings and visuals were fascinating. There were many complex problems in the CJS that I learned about during throughout
this course.
I thought the readings were very stimulating. I didn't find the annotation tool was very helpful since I wasn't able to see what other
students in my own precept had commented. I think it would have been interesting if we submitted questions to our preceptors
instead and discussed them in precept.
The readings were really great. They were probably my favorite part of the class. They really expose you to a wide variety of topics
and give you a good understanding of the deep issues in the criminal justice system.
The readings were engaging, especially using Hypothesis.

Precepts - Please comment on the quality of the precepts. How did they contribute to your learning in
the course? To what extent did the preceptor raise challenging questions, help clarify course material,
and encourage broad student participation? Was the preceptor responsive to students’ questions,
opinions, and criticism?

Comments
Great preceptor that helped a lot.
Sonya did a great job preparing us for our written work and gave me great feedback. She created a great environment for quality
conversations. I really enjoyed her as a preceptor!
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Instructor Questions - Score Analysis

I think that the overall quality of the precepts was:
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